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Unit 02, Class 06

Working Conditions
Purpose: IS more money worth less 
freedom?worldHistory20
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Name: ___________________________

Part One: Homework
After reading the assigned sections, complete the tasks that follow.
 Changes in the Textile Industry, p.502
 Revolution in Transportation, p. 504
 The Factory System, pp. 506-508

1. What is the difference between the putting out system and factories?

2. Using the text book and the maps below, state how transportation changed in the 19th century.?

= Rail Lines 
    in England  
    and Wales
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3. Using the textbook and the two pictures on the right. describe working conditions
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Part Two: Working Hard
Section A: Description of Work
After reading the following excerpts, write a summary report to the Working Conditions of the Common 
Man Committee.

Excerpt #1
William Hutton, The Life of William Hutton (1816) 
In the Christmas holidays of 1731 snow was followed by a sharp frost. A thaw came on in the afternoon of the 27th, but in the 
night the ground was again caught by a frost, which glazed the streets. I did not awake, the next morning, till daylight seemed 
to appear. I rose in tears, for fear of punishment, and went to my father’s bedside, to ask the time. He believed six; I darted 
out in agonies, and from the bottom of Full Street, to the top of Silk mill Lane, not 200 yards, I fell nine times! Observing 
no lights in the mill, I knew it was an early hour, and the reflection of the snow had deceived me. Returning, the town clock 
struck two.
 
Excerpt #2 
Elizabeth Bentley, interviewed by Michael Sadler’s Parliamentary Committee on 4th June, 1832.
I worked from five in the morning till nine at night. I lived two miles from the mill. We had no clock. If I had been too late at 
the mill, I would have been quartered. I mean that if I had been a quarter of an hour too late, a half an hour would have been 
taken off. I only got a penny an hour, and they would have taken a halfpenny.
 
Excerpt #3 
Frank Forrest, Chapters in the Life of a Dundee Factory Boy (1850) 
In reality there were no regular hours, masters and managers did with us as they liked. The clocks in the factories were often 
put forward in the morning and back at night. Though this was known amongst the hands, we were afraid to speak, and a 
workman then was afraid to carry a watch.
 
Excerpt #4 
James Patterson, interviewed by Michael Sadler’s Parliamentary Committee, 30th June, 1832.
I worked at Mr. Braid’s Mill at Duntruin. We worked as long as we could see. I could not say at what hour we stopped. There 
was no clock in the mill. There was nobody but the master and the master’s son had a watch and so we did not know the time. 
The operatives were not permitted to have a watch. There was one man who had a watch but it was taken from him because 
he told the men the time. 

Report to the Working Conditions of the Common Man C0mmittee 
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Section B: The Work Day
What is the main idea of this except below? Create a Headline that best describe the content of the para-
graphs.  Following the article, compare the work of a factory worker and an agricultural worker.

 Before the Industrial Revolution, most workers 
determined their own workday.  Cottage workers, 
for example, began and ended their day’s work, or 
stopped for a meal, whenever they pleased.  After 
the Industrial Revolution, however, the work day 
was ruled by the clock.
 For Industrial workers, the day began when the 
factory whistle blew.  Everyone had to be there at the 
same time to keep the system running smoothly.  All 
day, people worked at a grueling pace, the pace set 
by the machines. Cottage workers might take breaks 
when they wanted, slow down, or speed up as they 
wished.  Factory workers could not stop until the clock said it was noon [or] the dinner whistle blew.  
After a brief meal, they went back to work until the closing whistle.
 Not surprisingly, the cottage workers hated the new factory system. Its work schedules were 
like the ones in English prisons.  Indeed, the earliest factory workers came from the local [prisons] 
or poorhouses; many were orphaned children or homeless adults.  They were forced to work in 
factories or lose their food and shelter.  As the factory system spread, more and more workers had 
to adjust to life by the clock.

headline
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